THE RIDLEY FOUNDATION

Located in rural Southampton County near Franklin, Virginia, the Ridley farm includes the home known as “Bloomfield,” a family graveyard, and farmlands cultivated in cotton and timber (and formerly peanuts).  Through the great generosity and charity of Mrs. Roberta Ridley, an endowed trust was established many years ago to provide financial support for continuing education for qualified members of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Southern Virginia and for residents of Southampton County and the City of Franklin.  The Ridley Foundation is subject to the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia and is managed by a Board of Trustees whose responsibilities include diligent oversight of the farm’s operations through professional managers, careful investment and management of the funds contained in the Trust, and painstaking evaluation of applications for scholarship assistance and the subsequent awarding of funds for continuing education to qualified individuals.  Current requirements include (but are not limited to) a minimum 2.0 grade point average for the previous semester and an income ceiling of $125,000.
The Board of Trustees meets twice yearly.  The Annual Meeting in late July is to address any business before the Board and to consider the recommendations of the Scholarship Committee regarding new and/or continuing applications for scholarship assistance for the next academic year.  The secondary meeting (at Annual Council in February) is held to verify continued qualification of first-semester grant recipients and to reconsider applicants who failed to qualify in July and have provided qualifying information for the second semester.
The following article appeared in the March 2007 issue of the Jamestown Cross
The Ridley Foundation Scholarships

A little known treasure in the Diocese of Southern Virginia is the Ridley Foundation.  Many in the Diocese have not heard of this organization, or they have only a vague understanding of the Ridley Board of Trustees’ work in Southern Virginia.  Who are we and what do we do?

The Board consists of appointed members from churches in the Diocese and is chaired by Charles F. Urquhart.  The Diocese oversees operations of the Board, whose major role is distributing scholarship funds derived from earnings on the revenue from Ridley farming operations.  Roberta Ridley, a native of Southampton County, bequeathed a substantial block of land to the Diocese of Southern Virginia many years ago.  That land was given to further the opportunities for obtaining a college education for residents in the Diocese, with special opportunities going to deserving Southampton County residents.


Scholarships are based on academic excellence and financial need.  To apply for the available scholarships, each prospective recipient may obtain the required application forms from the diocesan office [or download them from the diocesa web site at www.diosova.org].  In addition to the application forms and transcripts, students also submit tax records for themselves and/or their parents and letters of recommendation from the clergy of their parish. 

Students are identified in the following categories: Southampton County residents, children of Episcopal clergy, children of diocesan employees, and lay Episcopal residents of the Diocese. Students must be accepted at an accredited college or university (in or out of the Commonwealth of Virginia) and be pursuing a full‑time degree program.  Scholarships are available for freshmen and students who have already begun their matriculation at a college.  Although the guidelines focus on undergraduate education, there have been instances, when funds are available, where seminarians have received scholarships.  Students must reapply for each academic year they wish to be considered for scholarships.  Over the years, many students have received Ridley scholarships throughout their college careers.  Some families have more than one student receiving a scholarship.

The Ridley Foundation Board of Trustees of the Diocese of Southern Virginia encourages the youth, their sponsors, and priests to request [or download] applications so that the Diocese might assist deserving young people in earning their undergraduate degrees.
